THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, April 4 (Easter Sunday) 

Sunrise Worship Service
                                   7 A.M.                                                   TPC Patio

Easter Breakfast                                                                                   Mainstreet Methodist FH
Worship Service                                                 9 A.M.                                           Black’s Chapel                         

Worship Service                                               11 A.M.                                                  Sanctuary
Monday, April 5                                   

Boy Scouts                                                         7 P.M.                                           Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, April 6                                 

Table Talk Book Group                                  11 A.M.               Front Porch Restaurant/ Zoom                                                                                                Christian Education Committee                    7 P.M.                                             Session Room
Wednesday, April 7                                                                       
Worship Committee                                       1 P.M.                                              Session Room
Wednesday Night Bible Study                      7 P.M.                                                             Zoom
Thursday, April 8                               

Abingdon Presbytery Meeting                     9 A.M.                                                             Zoom
Sunday, April 11                                  
Worship Service                                             9 A.M.                                              Black’s Chapel
Sunday Morning Bible Study                     10 A.M.                                 Fellowship Hall/Zoom          
Worship Service                                           11 A.M.                                                      Sanctuary                            
Sunday Night Live (Zoom)                      5:30 P.M                                                                Zoom
Youth Merge                                            5:30 P.M.                                                
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering
Through your gifts to the “One Great Hour of Sharing” you help support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and community development. The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of undesignated gifts, while Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receives 32 percent. The offering is received this Easter morning as an expression of our Christian faith and hope.
Table Talk Book Group

We have just begun reading John Ortberg’s book, “I’D LIKE YOU BETTER IF YOU WERE MORE LIKE ME: Getting Real About Getting Close.” The group will meet this Tuesday at 11 a.m. at the Front Porch Restaurant (and over Zoom). We’d love you to join us! Copies of the book may be picked up in the church office.
Food Pantry Request

The food pantry request for the month of April is “spaghetti and sauce.” Donations may be placed in the basket in the entry to the church. Thank you!
     LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE DAY

      Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11


John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8
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Dear Friends in the Lord,

This Easter finds us amidst the continuing pandemic and its economic and emotional fallout. We have all been affected to varying degrees and in varying ways. The comfortable has become complex. The anxieties and difficulties of life that we may have been dealing with before the pandemic have only been compounded or exacerbated by it, as well as by the other strains, tensions, and divisions of the past year.  

Easter proclaims, “Christ is Risen,” and in Christ we can endure and rise, no matter the challenge. The Easter proclamation assures us that the bonds of sin and death, human corruption and hate, political division and racism, --- that these will not have the last word, but rather God!  God gets the final word, and that word is resurrection ---- which means life and love!

However, just as the first disciples forgot the promises of Christ in the shadow of the Crucifixion, so do we. When life seems unbearably threatening, confusing, and the way is dark, we tend to turn to the perishable. Still, even when doubt shakes our faith, we are only a prayer away from Christ’s Love and Grace.

As we continue to pray for those struggling during this pandemic, and for those delivering needed aid and vaccines, let us be witnesses to the benefits of receiving the vaccines ourselves. Let us also take responsibility for every measure that protects us and others. 

Throughout this pandemic and all that it entails, my prayer is that we will not be buried in graves of fear, hopelessness, hate, or doubt, but rise to follow the Word and Spirit of our Lord. May you arise with Him above all the threats and challenges of this and future years!

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:37-39)

May you have a blessed, safe, and invigorating Easter Season,

                                                                                Dave Gilbert

                                                                                        David E. Gilbert
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
GATHERING
CHIMING OF THE HOUR AND PRELUDE                                                               arr.Trivette                    
                                           “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today“                           

     *CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                             Martha Cooper (9:00)

                                                                                                                                 Barbara Kincer (11:00)
        Early in the morning light, 

        The women went to Jesus’ tomb.

        The tomb was empty, the stone rolled away,

        for God’s love is stronger than death itself.

        Let us join our voices with Mary Magdalen:

        “We have seen the Lord!”

        Easter people, Christ is risen!
        Christ is risen indeed!    
    *PRAYER OF ADORATION
  *OPENING HYMN                                                                                                   Llanfair                                             
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!”
“Christ the Lord is risen today!” Alleluia!

All creation, join to say: Alleluia!

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!

Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!

Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!

Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!

Jesus died, our souls to save, Alleluia!

Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia!

Praise to you by both be given, Alleluia!

Every knee to you shall bow, Alleluia!

Risen Christ, triumphant now. Alleluia!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
God of Life, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are ensnared by habits and addictions that we think are impossible to break. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

 KYRIE                                                                                                     
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy upon us.
 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
  The peace of Christ be with you.

  And also with you.

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                                                                         Lancashire
                                                    “Christ Is Alive!”
                                                            (Hymn 246, vs. 1)
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing,
The cross stands empty to the sky.

Let streets and homes with praises ring.

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
WELCOME
WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                          Barbara Kincer

PSALM 16
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord;
   I have no good apart from you.’
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble,
   in whom is all my delight.
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
   their drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out
   or take their names upon my lips.
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
   you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
   I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
   in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the Lord always before me;
   because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
   my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
   or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life.
   In your presence there is fullness of joy;
   in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                   Mark 16:1-8
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
     SERMON                                                                                                  Rev. David Gilbert
“The End and the Beginning”
THANKSGIVING
    *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)                                                                  Romans 8:37-39
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  *DOXOLOGY AND INVITATION TO OFFERING
    SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
     The Lord be with you. 
    And also with you.
    Lift up your hearts.  
    We lift them up to the Lord.
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

    It is right to give our thanks and praise.
SENDING
 *SENDING HYMN                                                                      Alfred Henley Ackley
                                                             “He Lives!” 

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today.
I know that He is living, whatever some may say.
I see His hand of mercy; I hear His voice of cheer;
And just the time I need Him, He’s always near.
Refrain:
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives? . . .
    He lives within my heart.   

In all the world around me I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary, I never will despair;
I know that He is leading, through all the stormy blast;
The day of His appearing will come at last. 
Refrain:
 *BENEDICTION 
*CHIMING OF THE TRINITY AND POSTLUDE[image: image2.png]



