WELCOME!  Greetings to everyone who is worshiping with us today! Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, we are blessed to have you with us.
Please keep in prayer . . .
CHURCH FAMILY: 
Barbara Gillespie (mother’s death); Richard Witten (pneumonia); family of Claude Marshall upon his death; Jeanne Hillman and family upon the death of a grandson; Phil Kennedy and Debby Crews; David Pruitt; Julia Butler; Laura Kincer; Dawn Olinger; Doris Branham; Connie Fletcher. Heritage Hall: Robert Heldreth III, Dorothy Nuckles, Betty Kelly, Patricia Justice. Dogwood Crossing: Marlene Buffalow; Dorothy Gess Jonas; Daisy Larimer. Sunnyside: Anne Bishop; English Meadows in Abingdon: Madeline Hurt; Homebound: Louise Smith, Renia Hale Peery.

OTHERS:  
Kathy Melton Jackson; Ann Parks’ sister and brother-in-law, Charlotte and Jack Sizemore; family of Melissa Mullins Atkins, the Children's church pastor at Destiny Outreach Ministries Church, who passed away from Covid.  Please pray for her family and for the Destiny Outreach Ministries church family; for Lillie Cowan (TePoel’s daughter’s niece by marriage; Thurman Cantrell (Connie Fletcher’s niece’s husband); family of Charles Andrew “Buddy” Young; Katie Pruitt.
ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Jon Wright
To pass along a prayer request, contact Eunice Lester at (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com); or by contacting the church office at (276.988.4724; sectazpresb12@yahoo.com). Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks, unless otherwise requested.
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, April 18
Worship Service                                                 9 A.M.                                           Black’s Chapel
Sunday Morning Bible Study                         10 A.M                             Fellowship Hall/ Zoom          

Worship Service                                               11 A.M.                                                  Sanctuary
Monday, April 19                                   

Boy Scouts                                                         7 P.M.                                           Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, April 20                                 

Table Talk Book Group                                  11 A.M.               Front Porch Restaurant/ Zoom 
Session Meeting                                               7 P.M.                               Fellowship Hall/Zoom                                                                                                        

Wednesday, April 21                                                                       
Wednesday Night Bible Study & Prayer      7 P.M.                                                            Zoom
Sunday, April 25                                  
Worship Service                                              9 A.M.                                              Black’s Chapel
Sunday Morning Bible Study                      10 A.M.                                Fellowship Hall/Zoom          
Worship Service                                            11 A.M.                                                     Sanctuary                            
Youth Merge                                              5:30 P.M.                                                                MUMC     
ANNOUNCEMENTS
“One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering
Through your gifts to the “One Great Hour of Sharing” you help support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and community development. The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of undesignated gifts, while Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receives 32 percent. The offering will be received today and over the next few Sundays as an expression of our Christian faith and hope.
Table Talk Book Group

We have just begun reading John Ortberg’s book, “I’D LIKE YOU BETTER IF YOU WERE MORE LIKE ME: Getting Real About Getting Close.” The group will meet this Tuesday at 11 a.m. at the Front Porch Restaurant (and over Zoom). We’d love you to join us! Copies of the book may be picked up in the church office.
Food Pantry Request

The food pantry request for the month of April is “spaghetti and sauce.” Donations may be placed in the basket in the entry to the church. Thank you!
Sunday Night Live

The Christian Education Committee has decided to discontinue Sunday Night Live until the Fall in the hope that the COVID-19 virus will have considerably abated by then so that we can meet in person and enjoy table fellowship together. 

Bulletin Art

Section from “The Incredulity of St. Thomas,” Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, 1573-1610. From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
     LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE DAY

      Acts 3:12-19 


Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7


Luke 24:3bv-48
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

           TAZEWELL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
              BLACK’S PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL
                    THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
                APRIL 18, 2021 – 9:00 A.M. & 11 A.M.
_____________________________________________________________________
GATHERING
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
The news is that God’s wind is blowing. 

It may be a breeze that cools and comforts. 

It may be a gust that summons you to notice. 

It may be a storm that blows you where you have never been before. Whatever the wind is in your life, 

pay attention to it. . .                                                           Walter Brueggeman
CHIMING OF THE HOUR AND PRELUDE                                                             Broughton                  
                                            “REJOICE WITH A SONG“ 
WELCOME
     *CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Martha Cooper (9:00);  Barbara Kincer (11:00)
When the disciples were certain that Jesus was dead,
he stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Let us watch for the risen Christ this day,
bursting in with new life and new hope.
Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
   *HYMN 247                                                                                            Noel Nouvelet                                           
“NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES”
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,

thinking that he would never wake again,

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain,

he that for three days in the grave had lain;

raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,

your touch can call us back to life again;

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:

love has come again like wheat arising green.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
God of the Resurrection, we confess to you 

    that we do not trust what we cannot see. 

We prefer to see with our eyes, 

    and only then believe in our hearts. 

Where we lack trust in the certainty of the life to come, 

    forgive us, and increase our faith. 

Where we live as if this life on earth is our last chance at happiness, 

    have mercy on us, and sharpen our vision. 

Where we continue to sin and fall short of your glory, 

    erase our mistakes by the grace of Jesus Christ, 

    and give us resolve to live in the light of his presence with us.
    (Silent Confession)
     *ASSURANCE OF PARDON
    *PASSING OF THE PEACE
    *RESPONSE                                                                                            (Hymn 246, vs. 1)
“CHRIST IS ALIVE!”
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing,

The cross stands empty to the sky.

Let streets and homes with praises ring.

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
WORD
     CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                             Barbara Kincer

    THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen.

     PSALM  4  
Answer me when I call, O God of my right!
   You gave me room when I was in distress.

   Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.

How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?

How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?           Selah
But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself;
   the LORD hears when I call to him.

When you are disturbed, do not sin;

ponder it on your beds, and be silent.                                               Selah
   Offer right sacrifices, 
   and put your trust in the LORD.
There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!

Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!”
   You have put gladness in my heart
   more than when their grain and wine abound.
    
I will both lie down and sleep in peace;
   for you alone, O LORD, 
   make me lie down in safety.
SCRIPTURE READING        
                                          LUKE 24:36b-48 (Pew Bible, page 861)   
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
       SERMON                                                                                                            Dave Gilbert
“BEFRIENDING THE WOUNDS ”
RESPONSE
    *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)                                                   from “Affirmation of Faith”
                                                                                                          Written by the Confirmation Class: 

                                                                                                              Henrietta UCC, November 2013                                 

We celebrate the Church 

     a place of conversation and sharing from the heart, 

     a community of fun and bonding, acceptance and challenge, 

         seeking and welcoming, 

    a home where questions are allowed and doubts are explored, 

    a family where joys and sorrows are shared, 

    a support for people in any kind of trouble, 

    a symphony of prayer and poetry, music and melody, 

    a body of believers, forgiving and embracing, 

        standing up and speaking out, 

    a table set for friends and strangers.

    *DOXOLOGY AND INVITATION TO OFFERING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below.

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SENDING
     *HYMN 817                                                                                      Puer Nobis Nascitur
  “WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT”
We walk by faith and not by sight;

with gracious words draw near,
O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke:

“My peace be with you here.”

We may not touch your hands and side,

nor follow where you trod;

but in your promise we rejoice

and cry, “My Lord and God!”

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;

and may our faith abound

to call on you when you are near

and seek where you are found.

    *BENEDICTION 
    *CHIMING OF THE TRINITY AND POSTLUDE

