WELCOME!  Greetings in the name of Christ to all who are worshiping with us today! Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, we are blessed to have you with us.
Please keep in prayer . . .
CHURCH FAMILY: 
For the family of Carolyn Kitts; Phil Kennedy and Debby Crews; Lois Angles; Stanley Stevenson; David Pruitt; Julia Butler; Laura Kincer; Dawn Olinger; Doris Branham; Connie Fletcher. Heritage Hall: Robert Heldredth III, Dorothy Nuckles, Betty Kelly, Richard Witten, Patricia Justice. Dogwood Crossing: Marlene Buffalow; Dorothy Gess Jonas; Daisy Larimer. Sunnyside: Anne Bishop; Homebound: Madeline Hurt, Louise Smith, Renia Hale Peery.

OTHERS:  
For the family of Charles Andrew “Buddy” Young (wife Janet, son Eric); Jerry and Judy Boothe; Eva Bishop (ALS); Betty (“Cookie”) Sheets upon the death of her sister, Regina Lambert; family of Pam Killen (husband Ron, and sister, Donna Cruey); infant Dustin Robinett and parents);  Ed and Becky Thomas’ son Daryl; Katie Pruitt; Carol Ann Stevenson Wright; Kathy Melton Jackson.
ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Jon Wright
To pass along a prayer request, contact Eunice Lester at (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com); or by contacting the church office at (276.988.4724; sectazpresb12@yahoo.com). Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks, unless otherwise requested.
Calendar of Events
Sun   Mar 7            9:00 am           Worship: Black’s Chapel (in person)
(Communion)          10:10 am           Sunday Morning Bible Study 
                                                          (TPC Fellowship Hall, and Zoom)

                              11:00 am           Worship: TPC (in-person and livestream)
                                5:30 pm           Sunday Night Live (Zoom)

Tu     Mar 8
11:00 am           Table Talk Book Discussion (In-person, Zoom)

We   Mar 9          7:00 pm            Wednesday Night Bible Study
Th    Mar 10        10:00 am          Women’s Circle
Sun  Mar 14           9:00 am         Worship: Black’s Chapel (in-person)
                            10:10 am           Sunday Morning Bible Study 
                                                        (TPC Fellowship Hall, and Zoom)
                            11:00 am           Worship: TPC (in-person and livestream)
                              5:30 pm           Sunday Night Live (Zoom)

LIVESTREAM WORSHIP RECORDINGS
Though we have resumed in-person worship, the 11 a.m. services at TPC will continue to be live-streamed on YouTube. The service recordings may be viewed at any time there. You can also find the service recordings on the church’s website: www.tazpreschurch.org 
TABLE TALK BOOK GROUP
The Table Talk Book Group meets this Tuesday at 11:00 in the church parlor and over Zoom. 

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE

Join us tonight at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom and throughout the Sundays of Lent as we meditate on the seven last words of Christ from the cross. These “words” epitomize Jesus’ message of love, not hate; grace, not rage; and rather than vengeance, extraordinary mercy.  Each “word” epitomizes Jesus’ message of love, and conveys something about the origins of Christianity and the oral and written traditions that upended the very order of the world. The Zoom link for each session will be emailed out in advance on Saturday. 
“WORDS OF LIFE”: THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
Join us as we continue our study of the 10 Commandments this Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. A parallel study will be held next Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. The sessions are held over Zoom. The Zoom link for each session will be sent out in advance by email, along with reflection questions for discussion. 
HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Holy Week services will be held at 12:00 p.m. at Main Street United Methodist Church on Monday, March 29, Tuesday, March 30, and Wednesday, March 31 in the fellowship hall at MSUMC. Following each service a sack lunch will be provided in the the fellowship hall.
COVER ART

“The Ten Commandments,” Cranach, Lucas, 1516. Mural, Town Hall, Wittenberg, Germany. From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE DAY

Exodus 20:1-17


Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25                  
John 2:13-22
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  THE GATHERING

        PRELUDE AND CHIMING OF THE HOUR                                                              arr. Lani Smith                               
                                                      “Immortal, Invisible”                                                                                           
      WELCOME
      *CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 19:7-10)
“The law of the Lord is perfect, 

reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure, 

making wise the simple;

the precepts of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear, 

enlightening the eyes;

the fear of the Lord is pure, 

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true, 

and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey, 

and drippings of the honeycomb.

    *GATHERING PRAYER
         *HYMN                       “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”              vss. 1 & 3                   
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
watching for you and for me.

“Come home, come home! 
You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
calling, “O sinner, come home!”
O for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me!

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,

pardon for you and for me.

“Come home, come home! 

You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, “O sinner, come home!”
        PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond understanding, and you have set us on paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. Yet we have strayed from your way; we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, through what we have done and what we have left undone. As we remember the lavish gift of your grace, O God, we praise you and give you thanks that you forgive us yet again. Grant us now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to rise daily to new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and in whose strong name we pray. Amen.
     KYRIE 
             Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

             Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

        ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Matthew 11:28)
                  Jesus said: 


   Come to me, all you that are weary 
             and are carrying heavy burdens, 
             and I will give you rest.
             Friends, believe the good news:

             In Christ, we are forgiven!

             Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
      *PASSING OF THE PEACE
       The Peace of Christ be with you.

     And also with you.
           THE WORD

             CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND PRAYER                                                           Barbara Kincer
            SCRIPTURE LESSON                                    
             Exodus 20:1-17
Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore, the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
             The Word of the Lord.

             Thanks be to God.
      SERMON                                                                                             Dave Gilbert
     “Why Be Good?”
THE THANKSGIVING
     *INVITATION TO OFFERING AND DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below.

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

    CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS
     HYMN 772 (Seated)                                   “Live into Hope”                             vss. 1 & 2                    
Live into hope of captives freed, 

of sight regained, the end of greed.

The oppressed shall be the first to see 

the year of God’s own jubilee!

Live into hope! The blind shall see 

with insight and with clarity, 

removing shades of pride and fear, 

a vision of our God brought near.

    SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
     The Lord be with you.

    And also with you.

    Lift up your hearts.

    We lift them up to the Lord.

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

    It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE SENDING
   *HYMN 772                                           “Live into Hope”                                   vss. 3 & 4                 
Live into hope of liberty, 

the right to speak, the right to be,
the right to have one’s daily bread,

to hear God’s word and thus be fed.

Live into hope of captives freed 

from chains of fear or want or greed.
God now proclaims our full release 

to faith and hope and joy and peace.

 *BENEDICTION
 *CHIMING OF THE TRINITY AND POSTLUDE SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
