WELCOME!  Greetings in the name of Christ to all who are worshiping with us today! Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, we are blessed to have you with us.
Please keep in prayer . . .
CHURCH FAMILY: 
Julie Butler (post cancer surgery); the family of Charlie Asbury (Charlie’s death); Bob and Joan Brown (Amanda’s death); Laura Kincer; Dawn Olinger; Phil Kennedy; Doris Branham; Connie Fletcher. Heritage Hall: Robert Heldreth III; Dorothy Nuckles, Betty Kelly, Richard Witten, Patricia Justice. Dogwood Crossing: Marlene Buffalow; Dorothy Gess Jonas; Daisy Larimer. Sunnyside: Anne Bishop; Homebound: Madeline Hurt, Louise Smith, Renia Hale Peery.

OTHERS:  
Priscilla (Sibby) Dillow (COVID); Ashley Lynn Williams (post heart surgery); Jerry Broyles; Layla Popoff (Jerry and Vivian Cromer’s great niece: major surgeries for severe spine deformity); Carol Ann Stevenson Wright (niece of Eunice Lester, cancer); Kathy Melton Jackson (sister of Steve Melton and niece of Eunice Lester, cancer); Bonnie Cox (COVID-19); Madeline Hurt’s daughter, Judy (cancer).
ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Jon Wright
To pass along a prayer request, contact Eunice Lester at (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com); or by contacting the church office at (276.988.4724; sectazpresb12@yahoo.com). Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks, unless otherwise requested.
Calendar of Events
Sun    Nov 29          9:00 am             Worship: Black’s Chapel

                               11:00 am             Worship: Tazewell Presbyterian
Tue    Dec 1          11:00 am            NO Table Talk Book Group
                                 7:00 pm            Christian Education Committee 
We     Dec 2           1:00 pm             Worship Committee
Sun    Dec 6           9:00 am            Worship: Black’s Chapel
                                            
Communion        11:00 am            Worship: Tazewell Presbyterian
News and Notes

“LIVE-STREAM” AND FM TRANSMISSION OF 11:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

The 11 a.m. service is now being live-streamed over YouTube. Go to Tazewell Presbyterian Church YouTube for the worship live-streams. Recorded services are also available for viewing there. If you have a YouTube account you can subscribe to our channel. There is no charge for the account or the subscription. By subscribing you will receive the livestreams automatically. Those wishing to listen to the 11 a.m. service on radio may do from the church parking lot and immediate surroundings by turning the radio dial to FM 105.1. 
TABLE TALK BOOK GROUP

The Table Talk Group will not meet this coming Tuesday morning. We will meet next Tuesday, December 8.  Our discussion then will be on chapter 4 of “The Cross and the Lynching Tree.”
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS
Join us for Advent Vespers on Wednesdays, December 9 and 16 from 7:00 – 7:30 pm. The services will feature seasonal music, readings, quiet reflection, and prayer. We will worship together via Zoom. Zoom invitations will be e-mailed out on each of the two Wednesday mornings. 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES

Twenty-seven shoe boxes were filled with wonderful gifts. Thank you to our givers!
CHRISTMAS BAGS FOR FOOD PANTRY
Contents of the Christmas bags: 3 lb. canned ham, boxed stuffing, canner or boxed potatoes, gravy mix, canned sweet potatoes, boxed bread mix, jello, boxed dessert mix (cake mixes/brownies), canned icing. These items will be added to the regular food bags beginning December 1 through December 18. This will ensure some extra food for our clients during the Christmas season. You can bring these items at any time now.
THANK YOU NOTE FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM

We recently received a letter from Rebecca Barnes, the coordinator of the Presbyterian Hunger Program. Part of her letter is quoted below.
“Dear members of Tazewell Presbyterian Church, 
We here at Presbyterian Hunger Program are writing to sincerely say thank you for your gifts. They are a huge help in a hard year, showing both your presence and care, as well as financial undergirding of this ministry that works to alleviate huger and eliminate its root causes of hunger and poverty. As people of faith, we’re called to notice, pray for, and act in the world around us. We all know that so far in 2020, we are living in the midst of an intense, exhausting, difficult period. Your contributions are a sign of hope. Because of you, churches and organizations are able to distribute more food to people who are hungry and also to do education and advocacy to help ensure future food security for vulnerable communities. . . . 
Thank you.” 

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE DAY
Isaiah 64:1-9


Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
              Mark 13:24-37
Tazewell Presbyterian Church

& Black’s Presbyterian Chapel

Church Office: 149 Church Street, PO Box 26 Tazewell, VA 

On the web at  www.tazpreschurch.org  
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  Tazewell Presbyterian Church 
                        Black’s Presbyterian Chapel

                                                   First Sunday in Advent
                                                                     November 29, 2020

THE GATHERING
     PRELUDE AND CHIMING OF THE HOUR     
                                         “Hark, the Glad Sound, the Savior Comes”                 Ritter                        
                                                “Veni Emmanuel”                                     Scriveynor
                                                      “Lift Up Your Heads”                               Martin/ Paige

                                    TPC Choir, Recorded for 2005 Christmas Cantata
   WELCOME AND INVITATION TO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
   LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE                                         
     We light this candle, the Candle of Hope, 

    as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
    We wait for the Lord, 
    and in God’s Word we hope.

    Let us walk in the light of the Lord!

    Let us worship God!

   OPENING PRAYER
  †HYMN                        “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”    
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the Light of light descendedth from the realms of endless day,

that the powers of hell may vanish as the shadows clear away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye,

veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,

“Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al -le -lu – ia, Lord, most high!”
    PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Holy God of Advent, Divine Shepherd, we confess we have wandered away from you. You have trusted us, but we have not trusted you. We have acted as if you never called our names or blessed us. Forgive us. Save us from ourselves, O God. Keep us awake, vigilant and watchful for your presence. Turn us around so that we are looking in the right direction --- towards you. Amen.
   KYRIE                                                                                                     Richard Proulx, 1984
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us.
  ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   
 †PASSING OF THE PEACE
†RESPONSE                                                                                                           Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen.
THE WORD
   THE WORD FOR CHILDREN (11:00)                                                       Barbara Kincer
   FIRST LESSON                                          Isaiah 64:1-9 (pew Bible, pg. 606)
   SECOND LESSON (Unison)                                                   Mark 13:24-37
“But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
     The Word of the Lord.  
     Thanks be to God.
  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison)
       Creator of All, who fashions us as a potter works with clay, shape us  

     today by the hearing of your Word. May these readings of Holy 
     Scripture, and their spoken proclamation, minister to our fears and 

     our weariness during these difficult days.  Sustain us with good hope,
     that we may have courage to take the truth we hear into our lives and 

     do something with it. We ask this in the name of our Savior, Christ 
     Jesus, whose coming we await. Amen.
  SERMON                                                                                    Dave Gilbert
                                              “Disaster and Hope”
THE SENDING
   †APOSTLES’ CREED (Unison)                                    
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

    Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
   who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; 
   he descended into hell; 
   the third day he rose again from the dead; 
   he ascended into heaven,    

   and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

   from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
   the holy catholic church; 
   the communion of saints; 
   the forgiveness of sins; 
   the resurrection of the body; 

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
†DOXOLOGY AND INVITATION TO OFFERING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

   CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS
  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
 †HYMN                           “O God of Every Nation”                
O God of every nation, of every race and land, 

redeem the whole creation with your almighty hand.
Where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled, 

in love and mercy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.

Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, 

when hatred and division give way to love and peace, 

till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign

and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain.
 †CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
†CHIMING OF THE TRINITY AND POSTLUDE 
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