Welcome! We extend a warm greeting in the name of Christ to all who are worshiping with us online today. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, we are blessed to have you with us.
On Reopening

The “Forward Virginia: Phase One” includes specific requirements and recommendations for religious institutions. Members of the Worship and Property Committees have studied these and have discussed with the Session a date and a protocol for reopening the church. A reopening date of July 5 has been chosen, but this will be adjusted if conditions warrant it. An explanation of the safety precautions we will be taking will be mailed to the congregation in the coming days, along with some questions soliciting your reply.  
Please remember in prayer . . .
CHURCH FAMILY: Lewis & Donna TePoel (on the death of their nephew, Michael Fuller, from cancer and strokes); Charlie Asbury; Phil Kennedy; Connie Fletcher; Doris Branham; Heritage Hall: Robert Heldreth III; Dorothy Nuckles, Betty Kelly, Richard Witten. Dogwood Crossing: Marlene Buffalow; Dorothy Gess Jonas; Daisy Larimer Sunnyside: Anne Bishop; Homebound: Madeline Hurt, Louise Smith, Renia Hale Peery.
OTHERS:  
Susan Royal Whittaker (broken hip from fall); Jennifer Brewster (cancer); Kim McGraw’s aunt Alice Stone in Ohio (cancer); Kim and David Calfee and the Calfee family upon the death Will Calfee (age 18). Mary Densen (death of father); Barbara French (rehab following stroke); Herbie Yost (mother’s death).

ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Jon Wright
MISSIONARIES: Michael & Rachel Weller (presently in U.S.)
To pass along a prayer request, contact Eunice Lester at (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com); or by contacting the church office at (276.988.4724; sectazpresb12@yahoo.com). Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks, unless otherwise requested.

Calendar of Events

This Week

Tues  June 2
7:00 pm
       Christian Education Ministry Team
Wed  June 3
1:00 pm
       Worship Ministry Team

                           7:00 pm
       Wednesday Vespers (Zoom)
Sun    June 7     Trinity Sunday      Worship (Communion)


                      ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH
WEDNESDAY VESPERS
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm for Vespers (a meditative service of light and prayer). We meet virtually on the ZOOM for the service. An invitation to the service is sent out each week beforehand by email.  Look for it. We hope you will choose to participate in this lovely, peaceful time of communion with each other and with God.
PENTECOST OFFERING
The Pentecost Offering is one of the four churchwide Special Offerings designed to help share Christ’s love with millions of people around the world. A gift to the Pentecost Offering (specialofferings.pcusa.org/Pentecost) helps the church encourage, develop and support its young people, and address the needs of at-risk children. Forty percent of the offering is retained by our congregation for use in impacting the lives of young people within our own community (e.g. The Children’s Home of the Highlands). The remaining 60% is used to support children at risk, youth and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.
TABLE TALK BOOK SELECTION
Our new book is “UNAFRAID: Living with COURAGE and HOPE in UNCERTAIN TIMES” by best-selling author and pastor, Adam Hamilton. We will kick off our discussion on Tuesday, June 16. (We will meet at 11:00 on the front porch of the church and appropriately distance ourselves.) Copies of the book have been ordered and will be available in the church office. All are welcome to join in!
COMMUNICATIONS 
We are endeavoring to stay as connected as possible during these unprecedented times. Members of the church session and Rev. Gilbert are making “compassion calls” to church members each week.  As always, prayer requests may be called in to the church office (276.988.4724) or passed along to Eunice Lester (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com. Your financial support continues to be important and is very much appreciated.
FOOD PANTRY

The Food Pantry is currently open two days per week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 noon to 3 pm. 
LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE DAY
Numbers 22:24-30

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Acts 21:1-21                              1 Cor. 12:3b-13    
         John 7:37-39
Next Sunday: Trinity Sunday
‘The Other Last Words of Christ”
Matthew 28:16-20
Dr. David Gilbert
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Day of Pentecost
May 31, 2020
______________________________________________________________
          PRELUDE                          
             WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP (Ps.104, selected verses)
O LORD, how manifest are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

Living things both small and great ---

when you send forth your spirit, they are created; 

and you renew the face of the ground.

In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
Let us worship God.
             HYMN 289            “On Pentecost They Gathered”                verses 1-3     
                                    (All are invited to join in reading or singing)
On Pentecost they gathered quite early in the day, 

a band of Christ’s disciples, to worship, sing, and pray.

A mighty wind came blowing, filled all the swirling air, 

and tongues of fire a-glowing inspired each person there.

The people all around them were startled and amazed 

to understand their language, as Christ the Lord they praised.

What universal message, what great good news was here?

That Christ, once dead, is risen to vanquish all our fear.

God pours the Holy Spirit on all who would believe, 

on women, men, and children who would God’s grace receive.

That Spirit knows no limit, bestowing life and power,

The church, formed and reforming, responds in every hour.
 PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SILENT CONFESSION
 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND THE PEACE
 The Peace of Christ be with you all.
 And also with you.
          SCRIPTURE LESSONS    
          Numbers 11:24-29
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, ‘My lord Moses, stop them!’ But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!’
         John 7:37-44
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” ’ Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, ‘This is really the prophet.’ Others said, ‘This is the Messiah.’ But some asked, ‘Surely the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?’ So there was a division in the crowd because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.
         The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
         SERMON                                                                                         Dave Gilbert
“Not Ours to Control”
            CONFESSION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
       Maker of heaven and earth.  
  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, dead, and buried; 
     he descended into hell; 
     the third day he rose again from the dead; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
     from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
     the holy catholic Church; 
     the communion of saints; 
     the forgiveness of sins; 
     the resurrection of the body; 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

          INVITATION TO OFFERING 
             DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
          PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION
           BENEDICTION

Next Sunday:

Readings for Trinity Sunday 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a


Ps. 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Matthew 28:16-20
The appointed readings for any given Sunday can serve as a welcome source for daily reflection. In other words, they can be read on days other than Sunday! You may find it profitable to read and reflect on the appointed readings this coming week. Doing so is bound to enrich your experience of worship next Sunday, but will also enrich you in your “right now.” You may want to meditate on just one of the readings each day, or you may wish to stay with one over a couple of days. The choice is yours. A brief introduction to the readings is provided below, as well as questions and suggestions for reflection. 

SCRIPTURE OVERVIEW: Our first reading is arguably one of the most controversial passages in the Bible. Even among those who believe that God created the world, there is controversy. For example, should the days be understood as literal or symbolic? Much time and trouble have been spent in arguing about these things. A different approach is found in Psalm 8, where the author simply praises God for the majestic work of creation without needing to work out all the details. Perhaps this approach would lead to more love and peace among the people of God, as Paul hopes for in Second Corinthians. Matthew describes the ascension, where Jesus tells his followers to baptize in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, an appropriate passage for Trinity Sunday.
QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

1. Read Genesis 1:1-2:4a. When has reading the Bible in a new way or with new knowledge changed your experience of the text?
2. Read Psalm 8. How do you feel called to care for the earth God has given us?
3. Read 2 Corinthians 13:11-13. How does your faith community heed Paul’s advice to the Corinthians? How does it fall short?
4. Read Matthew 28:16-20. Recall a time of doubt. How has that experience made your faith stronger?
The scripture overview and questions and suggestions for reflection are drawn from “Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions,” published by the Upper Room.
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