Welcome! We extend a warm greeting in the name of Christ to all who are worshiping with us online today. Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, we are blessed to have you with us.
On Reopening

The “Forward Virginia: Phase One” includes specific requirements and recommendations for religious institutions. Members of the Worship and Property Committees have studied these and have discussed with the Session a date and a protocol for reopening the church. A tentative reopening date of July 5 has been chosen, but this will be adjusted if conditions warrant it. A written explanation of the safety precautions we will be taking will be mailed to the congregation in the coming days, along with some questions soliciting your reply.  
Please remember in prayer . . .
CHURCH FAMILY: Lewis & Donna TePoel (on the death of their nephew, Michael Fuller, from cancer and strokes); Charlie Asbury; Phil Kennedy; Connie Fletcher; Doris Branham; Heritage Hall: Robert Heldreth III; Dorothy Nuckles, Betty Kelly, Richard Witten. Dogwood Crossing: Marlene Buffalow; Dorothy Gess Jonas; Daisy Larimer Sunnyside: Anne Bishop; Homebound: Madeline Hurt, Louise Smith, Renia Hale Peery.
OTHERS:  
Susan Royal Whittaker (broken hip from fall); Jennifer Brewster (cancer); Kim McGraw’s aunt Alice Stone in Ohio (cancer); Kim and David Calfee and the Calfee family upon the death Will Calfee (age 18). Mary Densen (death of father); Barbara French (rehab following stroke); Herbie Yost (mother’s death).

ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Jon Wright
MISSIONARIES: Michael & Rachel Weller (presently in U.S.)
To pass along a prayer request, contact Eunice Lester at (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com); or by contacting the church office at (276.988.4724; sectazpresb12@yahoo.com). Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks, unless otherwise requested.

Calendar of Events (Virtual):

This Week

Tues  May 26
11:00 am
Table Talk Book Group (Zoom)

Wed  May 27
7:30 pm
Wednesday Vespers (Zoom)
Sun    May 31     Pentecost 
Worship (Online)


ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH
WEDNESDAY VESPERS
Join us this Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm for Midweek Vespers (a meditative service of light and prayer). We meet virtually on the ZOOM for the service. An invitation to the service is sent out each week beforehand by email.  Look for it. We hope you will choose to participate in this lovely, peaceful time of communion with each other and with God.
FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry is currently open two days per week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 noon to 3 pm. 
COMMUNICATIONS 
We are endeavoring to stay as connected as possible during this unprecedented time. Members of the church session and Rev. Gilbert are making “compassion calls” to church members each week.  
As always, prayer requests may be called in to the church office (276.988.4724) or passed along to Eunice Lester (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com. 
Your financial support continues to be important and is very much appreciated.
ONLINE WORSHIP MINISTRY
Services are made available online on YouTube. Email links to the YouTube posting of services are sent out on Saturdays. The services are also available and archived each Sunday via the church’s website atwww.tazpreschurch.org.  

LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR TODAY

THE 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 1:6-14;


Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11
Next Sunday: Pentecost
‘Not Ours to Control”

Numbers 11:24-30; John 7:37-44

Dr. David Gilbert
Tazewell Presbyterian Church
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Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 24, 2020
_______________________________________________
          PRELUDE                          
             WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
             HYMN           “Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above”
                                 (All are invited to join in reading or singing)
Sing praise to God, who reigns above, The God of all creation,

The God of power, the God of love, The God of our salvation;

With healing balm my soul is filled, And every faithless murmur stilled:

To God all praise and glory!

What God’s almighty power hath made, God’s gracious mercy keepeth;
By morning glow or evening shade God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth;

Within the kingdom of God’s might, Lo! all is just and all is right:

To God all praise and glory!
The Lord is never far away, But through all grief distressing,

An ever present help and stay, Our peace, and joy, and blessing;

As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band:

To God all praise and glory!

Thus all my gladsome way along, I sing aloud Thy praises

That all may hear the grateful song  My voice unwearied raises.

Be joyful in the Lord, my heart,  Both soul and body take your part:

To God all praise and glory!
          PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
            PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, we confess that we are often reluctant in thanksgiving and too eager to complain. Open our eyes to Your glory in our midst, that we may be drawn into deeper relationship with You. Forgive, we pray, the ways that we have broken ourselves and each other, and heal and cleanse us in Your healing love. Amen.
             ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND THE PEACE
         SCRIPTURE LESSONS
 John 17:6-11

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something stranger were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
 SERMON                                                                                              Dave Gilbert
“The Fiery Ordeal”
       CONFESSION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
       Maker of heaven and earth.  
  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, dead, and buried; 
     he descended into hell; 
     the third day he rose again from the dead; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
     from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
     the holy catholic Church; 
     the communion of saints; 
     the forgiveness of sins; 
     the resurrection of the body; 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

       INVITATION TO OFFERING 
         DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
       PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION
        BENEDICTION
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Next Sunday:

Readings for the Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21


Ps. 104:24-34, 35b

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

John 20:19-23

The appointed readings for any given Sunday can serve as a welcome source for daily reflection. In other words, they can be read on days other than Sunday! You may find it profitable to read and reflect on the appointed readings this coming week. Doing so is bound to enrich your experience of worship next Sunday, but will also enrich you in your “right now.” You may want to meditate on just one of the readings each day, or you may wish to stay with one over a couple of days. The choice is yours. A brief introduction to the readings is provided below, as well as questions and suggestions for reflection. 

SCRIPTURE OVERVIEW: Many contemporary Christians wrestle with the theology of the Holy Spirit. Some are perceived as emphasizing the Spirit too much, while others talk about the Spirit only vaguely or even not at all. Both extremes can mislead us. The Spirit is powerful and active, and we understand the role of the Spirit within larger truths about God and God’s activities in the world. In Numbers the Spirit works in unexpected people or “unofficial channels.” In Acts God empowers the disciples on Pentecost by the Spirit, and the psalmist emphasizes the role of the Spirit in creation. Paul tells the Corinthians that the Spirit enables us to recognize Jesus as Lord and serve one another. In John’s Gospel Jesus gives the power of the Spirit to his disciples and speaks of the Spirit as something freely available in Him. May we seek God’s help in recognizing and receiving the Spirit’s work.
QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
(Offered to “prime the pump” of your meditation)
1. Read Numbers 11:24-30. Why do you think members of Moses’ inner circle of leaders were upset by Eldad and Medad prophesying in the camp? What lesson are we to learn from Moses and his reading of the Spirit?

2. Read Acts 2:1-21. What moments from your lifetime might you consider Pentecost moments? How have you seen the Spirit empowering God’s people in these moments or movements?
3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13. How does your faith guide you to a tension between sameness and difference that might help you create a diverse unity among your family or church?
4. Read John 20:19-23. How does your relationship with Christ help you break through fear?
The scripture overview and questions and suggestions for reflection are drawn from “Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions,” published by the Upper Room.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
