PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
CHURCH FAMILY: Charlie Asbury; Phil Kennedy; Connie Fletcher; Doris Branham; Heritage Hall: Robert Heldreth III; Dorothy Nuckles, Betty Kelly, Richard Witten. Dogwood Crossing: Marlene Buffalow; Dorothy Gess Jonas; Daisy Larimer Sunnyside: Anne Bishop; Homebound: Madeline Hurt, Louise Smith, Renia Hale Peery.

OTHERS:  
Kim and David Calfee and the Calfee family upon the death Will Calfee (age 18). Will died of cancer last Saturday. Mary Densen (death of father); Barbara French (stroke); Gwynn Heidrick (Joan Flynn’s niece in Kansas City); Herbie Yost (mother’s death); Cole Ramey; Theresa Huffman; Donna McCann (cancer); Bob Woodbury; Jollie Pennell. 
ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL:  Jon Wright
MISSIONARIES: Michael & Rachel Weller (presently in U.S.)
To pass along a prayer request, contact Eunice Lester (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com); or the church office (276.988.4724; sectazpresb12@yahoo.com). 
Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks, unless otherwise requested.
_____________________________________________________________________
Lectionary Scripture Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 7:55-60


Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16



1 Peter 2:2-10


John 14:1-14

SCRIPTURE OVERVIEW: The first three readings for the week contain variations on the imagery of stones and rocks. In Acts, Stephen is killed as the first Christian martyr by being stoned to death, while Saul (Paul) stands by and approves. The psalmist proclaims his confidence in the Lord, whom he describes as his rock and fortress. Peter tells the believers that they have become living stones in the household of God because of their connection to the chief Cornerstone, Christ. In John, Jesus makes an explicit claim to being the only way to God. In our current cultural context, many wonder about the spiritual status of followers of other religions. Jesus’ statement in John 14:6 invites us to deep reflection on this important question.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

1. Read Acts 7:55-60. Recall a time when you witnessed something awful, perhaps an act of violence against someone, or an act of outright prejudice that was inherently unfair. What did you do? Did you stand by and just watch what happened, or did you get involved to confront the wrong? If you had been in Saul’s (Paul’s) place what do you think you would have done?

2. Read Psalm 31:1-, 15-16. Contemplate your answers to the author’s questions. How do the psalmist’s hope and experiences reflect your own?

3. Read 1 Peter 2:2-10. When have you experience God as a loving Mother? When has Christ been your cornerstone?

4. Read John 14:1-14. How do you experience God’s welcome through the life or actions of others?

The scripture overview and questions and suggestions for reflection are drawn from “Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions,” published by the Upper Room.
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH:
Sunday Night Live:
Beginning next Sunday, May 17, we will be joining together virtually via Zoom for our Sunday Night Live gatherings at the regular 5:30 pm time. An invitation to the SNL Zoom gathering will be sent out by email this coming Saturday. Look for it. Then on Sunday at 5:30 (or a few minutes before) join the gathering by simply clicking on the link provided in the meeting invitation emailed to you. In our opening virtual gathering we will share our thoughts and feelings about what we’ve been going through during the coronavirus pandemic.

Wednesday Evening Prayer:
Beginning this Wednesday, May 13, at 7:30 pm, and every week thereafter indefinitely, we will join together via Zoom in a service of Wednesday Evening Prayer (traditionally called “Vespers”). An invitation will be sent out by email each week in advance of the service.  Wednesday Evening Prayer will include the lighting of candles, scripture readings, virtual hymn-singing, meditations and prayers. Scripture readings will be short and time will be allowed after each reading for its meaning to filter down from the head to the heart. If you would like to join in (and we hope you will), then at 7:30 (or a few minutes before) simply click on the link provided in the invitation emailed to you and you will be ushered into the virtual service.
Food Pantry

Throughout May the “A Child Shall Lead Them Food Pantry” will be open two days per week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 noon to 3 pm. Many thanks to all who gave so generously this past week to the pantry. Many cans and goods were collected. Some are shown below.
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Communications from TPC: 

During this time of COVID-19 and prescribed social distancing, we are endeavoring to stay as connected as possible. Members of the church session and Rev. Gilbert are making “compassion calls” to church members each week.  As always, prayer requests may be called in to the church office (276.988.4724) or passed along to Eunice Lester (276.988.4412) jnseun@aol.com. Your financial support continues to be important and is very much appreciated.
Tazewell Presbyterian Church

& Black’s Presbyterian Chapel

Church Office: 149 Church Street, PO Box 26 Tazewell, VA
On the web at  www.tazpreschurch.org
phone: 276-988-4724 preschool 276-988-5108
email address: sectazpresb12@yahoo.com
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
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___________________________________________________________________________

THE GATHERING

          PRELUDE                          
         WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     
         CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 95:1-7)                                                Dr. David Gilbert                        
The Lord is God, the mighty God.
              He holds in his hand the depths of the earth 

              and the highest mountains as well.

              He made the sea; it belongs to him, 

              the dry land, too, for it was formed by his hands.

              Come, then, let us bow down and worship, 

              bending the knee before the Lord, our Maker.

              For he is our God and we are his people, 

              the flock he shepherds.

         PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

            SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
            ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND THE PEACE
THE WORD
          THE GOSPEL
       John 14:1-7
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’      
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
 SERMON                                                                                                David Gilbert
“Home”
THE RESPONSE
  CONFESSION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
       OFFERING                                 
       DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
      CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS
      PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND PETITION
       CLOSING PRAYER  (from “God of Grace and God of Glory”)
       God of grace and God of glory, 

       on your people pour your power;

       crown your ancient church’s story, 

       bring its bud to glorious flower.

       Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

       for the facing of this hour, 

       for the facing of this hour.

             Save us from weak resignation 

             to the evils we deplore;

             let the gift of your salvation 

             be our glory evermore.

             Gant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

             serving whom we adore, 
             serving you whom we adore. 

             Amen.

       BENEDICTION

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
                                         —Psalm 27:1
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                “Rainbow Over Lonely Stretch of Interstate 70,”

                                     photographer: unknown  
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Note from the Pastor
_______________________________________________________

Dear Tazewell Presbyterian Church and Black’s Chapel family,
In these challenging days, I am keeping all of you in my prayers as you care for your families, and for yourselves. Whether you are working on the front lines of public health care, working in some other capacity in a public setting, or sheltering in place, I pray that you experience Christ’s light and peace in this time of global uncertainty.
The public health crisis has called all of us to adjust to a new way of life. Over the last several weeks, I have been continually astounded by the acts of compassion and commitment that I have witnessed from our presbytery which quickly mobilized emergency funds for congregations, from fellow pastors who retooled for the current crisis, from our church staff who worked diligently to carry forward in ministry, and from our members who have found creative ways to connect with one another in online worship and fellowship. We are all finding faithful ways to express the love of God and love of neighbor.
May this moment remind us of the fact that we belong to one another. I am grateful for you, the Tazewell Presbyterian Church/ Black’s Chapel family, and the ties that bind us together. I am grateful for the witness of your service and for your ongoing partnership in our Christian mission.

Faithfully,

David E. Gilbert

David E. Gilbert

Pastor, Tazewell Presbyterian Church
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